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the core of which is situated around Chelyabinsk, Sverdlovsk.,
and Magnitogorsk.
The Beloretsk metallurgical and engineering centre has
been mentioned above. Manganese and chrome are found
to the north and south, and iron near Zigazinsk. and are used
in the production of steel of the highest quality. Copper and
gold are mined near Baimak.
The oil industry of Bashkiria is rapidly assuming a position
of first-rate importance for the entire Urals industrial region.
Oil from Syzran on the Volga and from Ishimbayev is trans-
mitted by pipeline to the cracking plant at Ufa, Containing
25 to 30 per cent, of volatile fractions, the former is particu-
larly valuable for the production of aviation spirit.
There are oil-wells at Tuimaza, west of Ufa, and near
Ishimbayev, where high-quality benzine is manufactured.1
In addition to being a centre of the oil industry Ufa pos-
sesses wagon-building works, shipyards, and a modern plant
for the manufacture of motor engines. Coal from Karaganda
is used by these industries.
Cattle-rearing is the most important sector of agriculture
in this republic. The Bashkirian dairy herds provide the
urban population of the Urals \vith milk and butter. There
is a large dried-milk factory at Meleuzogorsky.
The river Belaya divides the land into two sharply con-
trasted regions. The lands on the right bank are hilly and
wooded. From the left bank open plains and wooded steppe
lands, possessing fertile black soils, stretch away to the horizon.
But drought makes the cultivation of the soil a difficult matter,
and has to be combated by the adoption of extensive dry-
farming methods. Such methods have had remarkable results,
reflected in the great increase of arable land.
Industry and Agriculture in the Udmurt Autonomous Republic
This small republic lies to the north-west of the Bashkir
Republic, in the forested country of the Pre-Urals.
1 .The Ishimbayev oilfields produced one million tons of petroleum in
1936.
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